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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
PRINCIPAL  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  1955.  This  being  the  tenth  such  report  for  which 
I have  been  responsible,  I thought  that,  apart  from  the  usual  comments  made  on  the  work  done  in  the 
past  year,  it  would  not  be  untoward  to  make  some  generalisations  on  the  work  now  being  undertaken  and 
its  development  over  the  past  few  years. 

The  backbone  of  the  service  remains  and  great  faith  is  still  placed  in  the  routine  medical  inspections 
carried  on  throughout  the  school  year.  At  these  inspections  we  find  defects  at  an  early  stage  so  that  they 
can  be  referred  for  prompt  treatment.  As  the  various  ancillary  services  have  developed  it  gives  greater 
satisfaction  to  know  that  children  can  be  referred  for  actual  treatment.  A concomitant  of  this  has  been 
the  great  development  of  the  children’s  specialist  services  within  the  National  Health  Service  scheme,  and 
now  every  school  child  can  be  assured  of  the  best  possible  treatment  without  any  great  cost  to  the  parent. 

Although  the  school  dental  service  is  restricted,  the  value  of  the  preventive  work  undertaken  is  very 
high.  Arrangements  have  now  been  made  for  part-time  dentists  to  work  within  the  school  dental  service, 
on  a sessional  basis.  During  the  year  representatives  of  the  Education  Committee  met  representatives 
from  the  local  Dental  Committee  to  discuss  the  problem. 

Attention  is  now  focussed  on  handicapped  pupils,  and,  where  necessary,  these  are  provided  with 
special  educational  treatment.  Relative  to  the  total  number  of  children,  the  number  suffering  from  handicaps 
of  either  a physical  or  mental  nature  is,  of  course,  small.  It  gives  me  much  pleasure,  however,  to  report 
that  in  spite  of  the  many  diverse  claims  on  the  Education  Committee,  the  handicapped  child  is  being 
catered  for  extremely  well.  The  largest  of  these  groups  of  handicapped  children  are  the  educationally 
sub-normal  and  the  delicate. 

We  have  provided  adequate  accommodation  for  older  educationally  sub-normal  boys  at  Pudleston 
Court.  It  seems  that  in  a rural  county  with  a scattered  population  the  easiest  way  to  provide  for  such  boys 
is  in  a residental  school.  There  are  others,  however,  who  for  one  reason  or  another  are  not  admitted,  and  it 
would  perhaps  be  worth  considering  the  possibility  of  giving  such  boys  intensive  remedial  teaching  in  the 
ordinary  schools.  Whether  this  should  be  done  collectively  by  classes  for  backward  children,  or  individually 
for  particular  children,  would  be,  of  course,  dependent  on  the  number  of  children  of  this  type  in  any  age 
group  in  each  school.  Placement  in  a residential  school  is  good  for  many  boys  of  this  type,  but  does  not 
provide  a universal  panacea  for  all. 

We  have  also  concentrated  on  the  younger  delicate  children  by  provision  in  Uplands  residential  school. 
Experience  has  shown  that  they  present  quite  a different  problem  in  that  their  handicap  is  usually  both 
temporary  and  remediable.  We  find  that  usually  two  terms  is  quite  long  enough  for  the  ordinary  delicate 
child.  It  might  be  supposed  that  a school  of  this  type  would  not  offer  sufficient  advantages  to  children 
living  in  the  country  : in  practice  we  have  found  that  home  management  is  of  as  great  importance  as  the 
actual  change  of  physical  environment  to  the  child.  This  only  applies  to  a proportion  of  the  children  at 
Uplands  : many  suffer  from  debility  or  illness,  and  their  home  care  is  not  in  question. 

So  far  as  the  ancillary  services  are  concerned  the  year  has  seen  the  introduction  of  a school  physiotherapy 
service.  The  aims  of  this  service  are  to  provide  early  treatment  for  children  suffering  from  minor  ortho- 
paedic defects.  This  service  meets  a long-felt  need. 

It  has  been  found  that  two  speech  therapists  are  able  to  keep  up  with  the  number  of  children  referred. 
We  have  found  a tape  recorder  to  be  a great  asset.  It  is  now  possible  to  record  the  voices  of  the  children 
before  treatment  and  then  at  reasonable  intervals  after  the  treatment  has  begun.  In  this  way  the  progress 
of  the  child  can  be  recorded,  or  if  this  is  not  satisfactory,  an  alternative  form  of  treatment  given. 
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It  is  felt  that  something  should  be  done  to  detect  at  an  early  stage  children  who  have  slightly  defective 
hearing,  so  that  they  will  be  able  to  receive  early  treatment  with  a good  prospect  of  cure,  also  if  they  should 
not  respond  to  medical  treatment  then  have  special  educational  treatment,  so  that  they  may  learn  to  live 
with  their  handicap.  With  this  in  mind  provisional  arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Birmingham 
Regional  Hospital  Board  to  appoint  a Hearing  Aid  Technician  and  Audiometrician.  When  appointed 
this  person  will  test,  with  a pure  tone  sweep  audiometer,  those  children  in  school  of  certain  specific  age 
groups,  also  special  cases  referred,  e.g.  for  defects  of  articulation,  or  possibly  being  educationally  sub- 
normal. 

During  1955  some  5 children  attending  one  school  were  notified  as  suffering  from  Paratyphoid  B Fever. 
It  seemed  likely  that  the  source  of  infection  was  a canteen  worker,  who  was  ascertained  to  be  a carrier 
at  an  early  stage  of  the  investigation  and  was  put  off  work.  This  served  as  a warning  to  keep  a close  watch 
on  all  food  handlers  in  the  school  meals  service,  and  to  see  that  sanitary  arrangements  are  improved. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Education  Committee  in  office  in  1955  for  their 
enthusiastic  support,  and  my  colleagues  in  other  departments  for  their  co-operation.  I wish  to  pay  tribute 
also  to  the  loyal  assistance  which  has  been  given  to  me  by  the  professional  and  clerical  staff  of  the  depart- 
ment. 

Yours  faithfully, 

» 

J.  S.  COOKSON, 

County  Health  Department,  Principal  School  Medical  Officer. 

35,  Bridge  Street, 

Hereford. 

February , 1956. 
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STAFF 


Principal  School  Medical  Officer— 

J.  S.  Cookson,  M.A.,  M.D.,  D.P.H.,  Barrister-at-law. 

School  Medical  Officers — 

*W.  Hogg,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

*R.  T.  Thomson,  M.B.,  Gh.B,  D.P.H. 

Violet  L.  de  A.  Hickson,  M.R.G.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

*1.  F.  Mackenzie,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

J.  G.  Hunt,  M.B.,  B.S.,  M.M.S.A. 

Isobel  R.  S.  Troup,  M.B.,  Gh.B.,  D.P.H. 
fLois  J.  Hoskyns-Abrahall,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H.  (appointed  5/12/55). 

* Also  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
f Temporary  Appointment. 

Principal  School  Dental  Officer — 

O.  S.  Bennett,  L.I).S. 


School  Dental  Officers — 

L.  H.  Challenger,  L.D.S. 

Miss  J.  Rothera,  L.D.S.  (resigned  31/5/55). 
jL.  Machin,  L.D.S.,  R.G.S.  (appointed  28/6/55). 

•(•Mrs.  A.  G.  Garter,  L.D.S.,  B.D.S.  (appointed  12/12/55). 

f Temporary  part-time  appointment. 

Dental  Attendants— 

Miss  K.  E.  Walker. 

Mrs.  B.  G.  M.  Davies. 

Mrs.  D.  D.  Herbert. 

Specialist  Anaesthetist  ( part-time ) — 

Marie  E.  Potter,  M.B.,  Gh.B. 

Educational  Psychologist — 

H.  J.  F.  Taylor,  M.A.  (resigned  31/12/55). 

Social  Worker— Child  Guidance — 

Mrs.  S.  M.  H.  Davies. 

Speech  Therapists — - 

Miss  E.  J.  Coxhead,  L.C.S.T. 

Miss  I.  W.  Hastings,  L.C.S.T. 

School  Physiotherapist — 

Miss  A.  D.  Ewing,  M.G.S.P.  (appointed  6/6/55). 

Superintendent  Nursing  Officer — 

Miss  E.  O.  Roberts,  S.R.N.,  S.G.M.,  H.V.,  M.T.D. 

There  are  three  Assistant  Superintendent  Nursing  Officers. 

School  Nurses — 

The  establishment  of  sixty  Nurses  in  the  County  carry  out  the  School 
Nursing  in  addition  to  their  other  duties,  also,  there  is  an  establishment 
of  thirteen  full-time  Health  Visitors  who  devote  half  of  their  time  to 
School  Nursing  duties,  principally  in  the  urban  areas. 
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MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

MAINTAINED  PRIMARY  AND  SECONDARY  SCHOOLS 

(including  Special  Schools). 


Number  of  Schools  176 

Number  of  Pupils  18,735 


The  arrangements  made  by  the  Authority  for  the  medical  inspection  of  pupils  are  those  prescribed 
in  Regulation  10  (1)  (a)  of  the  School  Health  Service  and  Handicapped  Pupils  Regulations,  1953,  which 
require  “ a general  medical  inspection  of  every  pupil  on  not  less  than  three  occasions  at  appropriate  inter- 
vals during  the  period  of  his  compulsory  school  age  and  other  medical  inspections  of  any  pupil  on  such 
occasions  as  may  be  necessary  or  desirable 

Periodic  medical  inspections  of  children  in  the  following  groups  were  made  during  the  year  : — 


1st  Age  Group 
2nd  Age  Group 
3rd  Age  Group 
Additional  Periodic 
Inspections 


Entrants,  i.e.  children  admitted  for  the  first  time  to  a primary  school. 
Secondary  entrants — during  their  first  year  in  the  secondary  school. 

Leavers — during  their  last  year  in  school. 

An  additional  inspection  is  carried  out  at  the  age  of  8 years  (Children  born 
in  1947). 


Other  children  inspected  were  : — 


Specials.  Children  not  due  for  periodic  inspection  but  who  are  specially  presented  for  in- 

pection  when  some  defect  is  suspected. 

Re-inspections.  Children  who,  at  a previous  inspection,  were  found  to  have  some  defect  requiring 

treatment  or  observation. 


Pudleston  Court  Special  Residential  School  for  educationally  sub-normal  boys  is  visited  every  term 
by  a School  Medical  Officer  and  the  Principal  School  Dental  Officer. 

The  “Uplands  ” Special  Residential  School  for  delicate  children  is  visited  by  a School  Medical  Officer  . 
each  week  when  a group  of  children  is  examined.  This  arrangement  ensures  that  each  child  is  seen  at  least 
twice  a term  and  that  the  Head  Teacher  is  able  to  discuss  with  the  Medical  Officer  any  child  about  whom 
she  is  concerned.  The  Principal  School  Dental  Officer  visits  once  a term. 


Periodic  Medical  Inspections. 

1st  Age  Group  ......  2,319 

2nd  Age  Group  1,830 

3rd  Age  Group  1,278 

Total  5,427 

Additional  Periodic  Inspections  ......  ......  1,874 

Grand  Total  7,301 

Other  Inspections. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  2,374 

Number  of  re-inspections  3,308 

Total  5,682 
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TABLE  I. — Number  of  Individual  Pupils  found  at  Periodic  Medical  Inspection  to  require  treatment 
(excluding  dental  diseases  and  infestation  with  vermin). 


i 

For  defective 

1 

Total 

Group 

vision  ( excluding 

For  any  other 

individual 

squint) 

condition 

pupils 

1st  Age  Group 

48 

268 

314 

2nd  Age  Group 

85 

152 

230 

3rd  Age  Group 

57 

69 

122 

Total 

190 

489 

666 

Additional  Periodic 

Inspections 

109 

194 

293 

Grand  Total 

299 

683 

959 

TABLE  IL— PERIODIC  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 

A return  of  (a)  Defects  found  to  require  treatment. 

(b)  Defects  requiring  to  be  kept  under  observation  but  not  requiring  specific  medical 
treatment. 


Defect  or  Disease 

Number  of  Defects 
requiring  treatment 

Number  of  Defects 
requiring  observation 

Skin 

92 

106 

Eyes  (a)  Vision 

299 

562 

if)  Squint 

43 

39 

(c)  Other 

37 

55 

Ears  (a)  Hearing  

33 

98 

( b ) Otitis  Media 

29 

107 

(c)  Other 

36 

75 

Nose  or  Throat 

132 

698 

Speech 

52 

150 

Cervical  Glands 

3 

96 

Heart  and  Circulation 

20 

56 

Lungs 

34 

156 

Developmental — (a)  Hernia 

7 

11 

(b)  Other 

21 

55 

Orthopaedic— (a)  Posture 

14 

221 

(b)  Flat  Foot 

29 

463 

(c)  Other 

57 

423 

Nervous  System — («)  Epilepsy 

3 

11 

(b)  Other 

11 

13 

Psychological — (a)  Development 

18 

60 

(b)  Stability 

20 

163 

Other 

32 

139 
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TABLE  life — DEFECTS  FOUND  PER  100  CHILDREN  EXAMINED  AT  PERIODIC 

INSPECTIONS. 


Requiring 

treatment 

Requiring 

observation 

Total 

Skin 

1.3 

1.5 

2.8 

Eyes 

5.2 

9.0 

14.2 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 

3.1 

13.4 

16.5 

Heart 

.3 

.8 

1.1 

Lungs 

.5 

2.1 

2.6 

Orthopaedic 

1.4 

15.2 

16.6 

Psychological 

.5 

3.1 

3.6 

Other 

1.8 

6.5 

8.3 

! 

Total  (individual  children)  

13.1 

33.1 

46.2 

Table  II  shows  the  number  of  defects  found  by  the  School  Medical  Officers  at  periodic  medical  in- 
spections to  require  treatment  or  observation. 

When  a child  needs  special  investigation  or  treatment  (other  than  an  ophthalmic  examination)  the 
family  doctor  is  consulted  before  any  arrangement  is  made.  The  doctor  is  given  the  opportunity  of  making 
the  arrangements  himself  or  to  agree — by  a reply  or  in  the  absence  of  a reply — that  an  appointment  be 
made  by  the  Principal  School  Medical  Officer.  A copy  of  any  report  received  is  forwarded  to  the  patient’s 
own  doctor. 

Table  III  shows  the  number  of  defects  found  per  100  children  examined  at  these  inspections.  Whilst 
there  is  no  periodic  inspection  of  healthy  persons  under  the  National  Plealth  Scheme  a normal  healthy 
child  is  inspected  four  times  during  his  school  life.  In  all  probability  then,  certain  of  these  defects  would 
not  have  been  diagnosed  without  these  routine  inspections.  Moreover,  defects  are  found  at  an  early  stage 
when  they  are  capable  of  responding  to  treatment  and  thereby  avoiding  disability  in  later  life. 

Table  IV  shows  the  number  of  defects  found  at  special  inspections. 

TABLE  IV.— SPECIAL  INSPECTIONS. 

A return  of  (a)  Defects  found  to  require  treatment. 

(b)  Defects  requiring  to  be  kept  under  tc  observation  ” but  not  requiring  specific  medical 
treatment. 


Defect  or  Disease 

Number  of  Defects 
requiring  treatment 

Number  of  Defects 
requiring  observation 

Skin 

9 

31 

Eyes  (a)  Vision 

75 

273 

(b)  Squint 

10 

24 

(c)  Other 

15 

26 

Ears  (a)  Hearing 

10 

41 

(b)  Otitis  Media 

6 

23 

(c)  Other 

7 

19 

Nose  or  Throat 

46 

325 

Speech  ... 

17 

43 

Cervical  Glands 

— 

41 

Heart  and  Circulation 

4 

30 

Lungs 

2 

62 

Developmental — [a)  Hernia 

3 

7 

(b)  Other  

3 

26 

Orthopaedic  (a)  Posture 

— 

104 

(b)  Flat  Foot 

7 

178 

(c)  Other 

9 

145 

Nervous  System—  (a)  Epilepsy 

1 

6 

(b)  Other 

1 

4 

Psychological  — (a)  Development  

10 

35 

(b)  Stability 

3 

47 

Other 

9 

109 
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TABLE  V. — Classification  of  the  General  Condition  of  Pupils  inspected  during  the  year  in  the  Age  Groups. 


Age  Groups 

Number 

of . 

Pupils 

Inspected 

A 

(Good) 

B 

(Fair) 

C 

(Poor) 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

1st  Age  Group 

2,319 

862 

37.2 

1,399 

60.3 

58 

2.5 

2nd  Age  Group 

1,830 

686 

37.5 

1,120 

61.2 

24 

1.3 

3rd  Age  Group 
Additional  Periodic 

1,278 

521 

40.8 

748 

58.5 

9 

.7 

Inspections 

1,874 

784 

41.8 

1,039 

55.5 

51 

2.7 

Total  

7,301 

2,853 

39.1 

4,306 

59.0$ 

142 

1.9 

Total  for  1954 

6,241 

1,590 

25.5 

4,471 

71.6 

180 

2.9 

TABLE  VI.— EYE  DISEASES,  DEFECTIVE  VISION  AND  SQUINT. 


Number  of  cases  known  to  have 
been  dealt  with. 

By  the 
Authority. 

Otherwise 

Total. 

External  and  other,  excluding  errors  of 
refraction  and  squint 

143 

113 

256 

Errors  of  refraction  (including  squint) 

770* 

110 

880 

Total 

913 

223 

1,136 

Spectacles. 

Number  of  children  for  whom  spectacles 
were  : 

(a)  prescribed 

352* 

36 

388 

(b)  obtained 

334* 

34 

368 

Total  number  of  attendances  of  pupils  for 
treatment 

1,181 

307 

1,488 

* Includes  cases  dealt  with  under  arrangements  with  the  Supplementary  Ophthalmic  Services. 


Children  suffering  from  squint  and  external  eye  defects  are  treated  under  the  Hospital  Eye  Service 
at  Hereford,  Kington,  Ledbury,  Leominster  and  Ross-on-Wye. 

Operative  treatment  is  carried  out  at  the  Victoria  Eye  Hospital,  Hereford,  and  110  children  are  known 
to  have  received  operative  treatment  on  account  of  squint.  Two  Orthoptists  of  the  Birmingham  Regional 
Hospital  Board  attend  the  Victoria  Eye  Hospital  and  cases  are  measured  orthoptically  before  the  surgeon 
decides  whether  or  not  to  operate.  After  operation  children  are  measured  again  to  determine  the  success 
of  the  operation.  156  children  received  orthoptic  treatment. 

Children  with  defective  vision  are  dealt  with  by  arrangements  with  the  Supplementary  Ophthalmic 
Services  Sub-Committee  and  are  referred  to  clinics  held  at  the  five  centres  named  above. 

Should  spectacles  be  considered  necessary  the  parents  may  obtain  these  from  any  recognised  optician. 
There  is  a choice  of  frames  which  can  be  supplied,  with  lenses,  free  of  charge.  If  frames  of  a quality  outside 
this  “ free  ” range  are  selected  a charge  is  made.  If  the  child  has  no  spectacles  case  one  is  supplied  free. 

Forms  for  the  replacement  or  repair  of  glasses  were  issued  on  behalf  of  177  children.  There  is  no 
charge  made  to  the  parent  for  the  repair  of  spectacles  in  the  cc  free  ” range  but  a charge  is  made  towards 
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the  cost  of  repairs  or  replacement  of  any  other  type.  The  Local  Executive  Committee  may  make  a charge 
against  the  Local  Education  Authority  if  the  loss  or  damage  is  due  to  negligence. 

A colour  vision  survey  was  made  of  pupils  in  the  3rd  Age  Group.  Of  1,196  pupils,  49  or  4.1  per  cent, 
were  found  to  have  defective  colour  vision,  and  are  divided  into  the  following  categories. 


Total  colour  blindness 

Red /Green  blindness  (complete) 

Recl/Green  blindness  (incomplete) 

Red  blindness 

Green  blindness 
Indeterminate 


Boys 

19 

11 

12 

4 


Girls 

2 

1 


Total  46  3 


TABLE  VII.— DISEASES  OF  EAR9  NOSE  AND  THROAT. 


Numt 

h 

her  o f cases  known 
ave  been  treated. 

to 

By  the 
Authority 

Otherwise 

Total 

Received  operative  treatment  for 
(a)  diseases  of  the  ear 

11 

11 

(b)  adenoids  and  chronic  tonsillitis 

— 

375 

375 

■(c)  other  nose  and  throat  conditions 

— 

12 

12 

Received  other  forms  of  treatment 

84 

233 

317 

Total  

84 

631 

715 

Children  found  to  have  defective  hearing  are  referred  for  examination  by  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 
Surgeon  at  the  General  Hospital,  Hereford,  who  arranges  an  audiometric  test  when  this  is  considered 
necessary.  If  as  a result  of  the  audiometric  examination  special  educational  treatment  is  necessary 
children  are  supplied  with  hearing  aids  when  considered  advantageous.  13  boys  and  5 girls  were  classified 
as  partially  deaf  pupils  during  the  year  and  9 boys  and  4 girls  were  supplied  with  hearing  aids. 

Every  effort  is  made  to  keep  the  child  in  a normal  hearing  environment,  and  teachers  are  told  that 
cases  should  sit  in  front  of  the  class  and  be  allowed  to  turn  their  best  ear  towards  the  teacher  and  be  in 
full  view  of  the  teacher’s  mouth. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  for  the  appointment  of  a Hearing 
Aid  Technician  and  Audiometrician.  The  person  appointed  will  devote  half  of  her  time  to  the  School 
Health  Service  and  it  is  hoped  that  an  appointment  will  be  made  in  the  near  future.  A pure  tone  sweep 
test  audiometer  has  been  purchased  which  is  easily  portable  by  car  and  it  is  proposed  that,  in  addition 
to  testing  educationally  sub-normal  children  and  childern  suffering  from  defects  of  articulation,  certain 
age  groups  should  be  tested. 

With  this  apparatus  ear,  nose  and  throat  defects  have  been  detected  earlier  than  they  might  normally 
have  been  detected  and  progressive  deafness  arrested.  The  partially  deaf  child  will  be  able  to  benefit 
from  such  special  educational  treatment  as  can  be  provided. 

The  remainder  of  the  audiometrician’s  time  will  be  spent  at  the  General  Hospital,  Hereford,  dealing 
with  the  preparation  of  audiograms  and  the  fitting  of  hearing  aids. 

Children  suffering  from  unhealthy  tonsils  and  adenoids  are  referred  to  the  General  Hospital,  Hereford 
or,  if  the  parents  prefer,  to  the  Hospital  nearest  their  home.  Owing  to  the  continued  shortage  of  accommoda- 
tion at  the  Hereford  hospitals  the  arrangements  whereby  children  receive  treatment  at  the  Ledbury  Cottage 
Hospital  have  continued.  Where  parents  are  agreeable,  children  are  conveyed  by  ambulance  from  Hereford 
to  the  hospital  and  direct  to  their  homes  on  discharge. 

ORTHOPAEDIC  AND  POSTURAL  DEFECTS. 

Number  of  pupils  known  to  have  been  treated  as  in-patients  in  hospitals  37. 

Number  of  pupils  known  to  have  been  treated  at  Clinics  or  Out-Patient  Departments  — 


By  the  Authority  912 

Otherwise  75 


Total 


987 


SCHOOL  PHYSIOTHERAPY  SERVICE. 

With  the  appointment  of  Miss  A.  D.  Ewing,  M.C.S.P.,  who  commenced  duty  on  6th  June,  1955, 
a school  physiotherapy  service  was  inaugurated.  The  aims  of  the  service  are  to  provide  early  treatment 
for  children  suffering  from  minor  orthopaedic  defects,  to  enable  children  attending  town  schools  to  obtain 
treatment  with  the  minimum  loss  of  school  time  and  to  provide  physiotherapy  treatment  for  children  in 
isolated  rural  areas  for  whom  transport  difficulties  preclude  attendance  at  town  clinics. 

With  these  objects  in  view  weekly  sessions  of  remedial  exercises  have  been  held  at  seven  centres  estab- 
lished in  various  parts  of  the  county.  Weekly  sessions  have  also  been  held  at  13  rural  schools  for  periods 
ranging  from  one  to  three  months  according  to  individual  needs.  Where  numbers  justify  it,  and  where 
suitable  accommodation  is  available,  sessions  are  also  held  in  town  and  city  schools. 

Where  the  school  physical  education  teacher  is  also  a qualified  remedial  gymnast  their  co-operation 
has  been  enlisted  and  it  is  often  possible  to  fit  the  child’s  remedial  exercises  into  the  physical  education 
programme. 

Domiciliary  visits  have  been  made  in  selected  cases  where  transport  difficulties  or  physical  handicaps 
make  attendance  at  a centre  very  difficult. 

With  the  co-operation  of  the  head  teacher  and  the  resident  nurse,  a weekly  treatment  session  has  been 
started  at  the  Uplands  Residential  School.  Five  children  are  at  present  being  treated  for  conditions 
ranging  from  cerebral  palsy  to  flat  feet. 

Remedial  exercises  are  a long  term  policy,  and  no  miraculous  results  are  claimed  or  can  be  expected, 
but  the  early  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  orthopaedic  conditions  will  certainly  prevent  the  development 
of  many  serious  lesions  in  later  life. 

Thanks  are  due  to  the  head  teachers  and  their  staffs,  and  to  the  physical  education  teachers,  for  their 
co-operation  in  inaugurating  this  new  service. 

The  following  figures  give  the  number  of  attendances  at  the  various  clinics. 


Clinic  held  at  Attendances 

Bromyard  Youth  Club  Room,  St.  Peter’s  School  123 

Hereford  Minor  Ailment  Clinic  1,236 

Kingstone  Minor  Ailment  Clinic  63 

Kington  Church  Hall  150 

Ledbury  The  Deanery  76 

Leominster  Minor  Ailment  Clinic  520 

Ross-on-Wye  Minor  Ailment  Clinic  456 


Total  2,624 


During  the  year  943  children  have  been  examined  and  recommended  for  treatment  and  treatment 
has  been  arranged  for  897  of  these. 


TABLE  VIII.— DISEASES  OF  THE  SKIN 

(excluding  uncleanliness  for  which  see  page  13.) 


Type  of  defect. 

Number  of  defects  treated , or  under  treatment , 
during  the  year. 

By  the 
Authority 

Otherwise 

Total 

Ringworm — 

(1)  Scalp 

6 

6 

(2)  Body 

12 

1 

13 

Scabies 

1 

2 

3 

Impetigo 

56 

10 

66 

Other  Skin  Diseases 

148 

64 

212 

Total 

223 

77 

300 

10 


MINOR  AILMENT  CLINICS. 

Throughout  the  County  there  are  four  Minor  Ailment  Clinics  which  are  situated  at  the  following 
addresses  (details  are  also  given  as  to  times  of  opening)  : — 


Hereford 


Kingstone 


Leominster 


Ross-on-Wye 


Tonw  Hall  Annexe,  St.  Owen  Street,  Hereford. 

Monday  to  Saturday,  10  a.m. — 12  noon. 

Medical  Officer  attends  on  Monday  and  Thursday  each  week. 
Kingstone  Camp,  Clehonger,  Hereford. 

Tuesday  and  Friday,  10  a.m. — 11  a.m.  (during  school  term). 
Medical  Officer  attends  on  Tuesday  each  week. 

Hospital  Hut,  Leominster  and  District  Hospital,  Leominster. 

Monday  and  Friday,  10  a.m.— 11  a.m.  (during  school  term). 
Medical  Officer  attends  on  Friday  each  week. 

Chepstow  House,  Ross-on-Wye. 

Monday  and  Thursday,  10  a.m. — 11  a.m.  (during  school  term), 
Medical  Officer  attends  on  Monday  each  week. 


Total  number  of  attendances  at  Authority’s  Minor  Ailment  Clinics  4,364. 

I 

The  undermentioned  schools  have  been  provided  with  special  equipment  and  a Health  Visitor  visits 
once  a week  to  deal  with  the  treatment  of  minor  ailments  : — 

Hunderton  C.P.  School,  Hereford. 

Ross  C.S.  School,  Ross-on-Wye. 

St.  Martins  C.P.  School,  Hererord. 

Whitecross  C.S.  School,  Hereford. 


MISCELLANEOUS  MINOR  AILMENTS. 


Number  of  cases  treated  : — 

By  the  Authority  2,488 

Otherwise  345 


Total  2,833 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  is  offered  at  the  school  medical  inspections  on  the  child  first  commencing 
attendance  at  school  at  five  years  of  age,  either  a full  course  of  two  or  three  injections,  or  a single  reinforcing 
injection  when  the  child  has  been  immunised  in  infancy.  This  service  is  again  offered  when  the  child 
reaches  nine  years  of  age. 

During  the  year  1955,  diphtheria  immunisation  sessions  were  held  at  school  medical  inspections  in 
162  maintained  and  5 private  schools  in  the  area  of  the  Local  Education  Authority.  Notices  regarding 
this  service,  embodying  form  of  consent,  were  forwarded  to  the  parents  of  2,531  children  in  the  age  groups 
of  5 and  9,  and  treatment  at  the  school  was  accepted  in  respect  of  1,935  children,  an  acceptance  rate  of 
76.5%.  Of  these,  514  children  had  not  been  previously  immunised  and  were  given  the  full  course  of  2 or  3 
injections,  and  1,421  children  were  given  a single  reinforcing  injection.  In  addition,  59  primary  immunisa- 
tions and  167  reinforcing  injections  were  administered  to  children  of  school  age  by  general  medical  prac- 
titioners and  at  minor  ailment  clinics  and  infant  welfare  centres. 

The  effectiveness  of  the  scheme  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  during  1955  no  cases  of  diphtheria  were 
notified  in  the  area  of  the  Local  Education  Authority. 

REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  SCHOOL  DENTAL  OFFICER. 

During  the  year  the  dental  staff  have  provided  routine  inspection  and  treatment  for  8,101  children 
out  of  a total  of  18,735  on  the  register  of  maintained  primary  and  secondary  schools.'  This  sombre  figure 
adequately  reflects  the  serious  position  confronting  the  School  Dental  Service  in  this  County,  and  indeed 
in  many  other  areas  of  this  Island. 

One  full-time  officer  resigned  in  May,  a part-time  officer  was  appointed  in  June  to  do  three  sessions 
per  week,  and  another  part-time  officer  was  appointed  in  December  also  to  do  three  sessions  per  week. 
The  total  dental  manpower  at  the  close  of  the  year  is  thus  the  equivalent  of  2 L full-time  officers  out  of  a 
total  requirement  of  six  full-time  officers.  The  continuing  staffing  problem  is  by  no  means  peculiar  to  the 
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School  Dental  Service,  for  the  number  of  dental  surgeons  practicing  under  the  General  Dental  Service  in 
this  County  is  deficient,  and  similar  difficulties  in  engaging  assistants  are  apparent. 

Arising  from  the  difficult  staff  position  an  anaesthetist  of  specialist  status  was  appointed  in  May  to 
take  over  the  administration  of  all  general  anaesthetics  and  so  relieve  dental  staff  for  more  purely  dental 
purposes. 

It  has  been  necessary  to  suspend  the  weekly  casual  session  hitherto  held  at  Leominster  and  Ledbury. 
All  casual  work  is  now  based  on  the  Hereford  City  Clinic  and  the  Clinic  at  Ross-on-Wye.  This  arrangement 
possesses  the  merit  of  conserving  dental  manpower,  but  necessitates  patients  having  to  travel  some  distance 
to  obtain  immediate  relief  from  pain.  In  most  cases  however  no  objection  is  made  since  they  have  been 
unable  to  obtain  an  appointment  under  the  General  Dental  Service  without  a delay  of  several  weeks. 

Children  suffering  from  certain  physical  defects  which  would  introduce  an  undue  hazard  if  treated 
in  a dental  surgery  continue  to  be  referred  to  the  County  Hospital,  Hereford.  All  radiological  examina- 
tions are  also  done  at  this  hospital. 

A little  orthodontic  treatment  has  been  undertaken  for  most  carefully  selected  patients,  but  much 
of  this  specialised  treatment  has  perforce  to  be  neglected.  Two  patients  requiring  complex  treatment  of 
prolonged  duration  were  referred  to  the  orthodontic  consultant  of  the  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital 
Board.  The  desirability  of  continuing  orthodontic  treatment  will  need  careful  consideration  if  further 
deterioration  of  the  staffing  position  occurs. 

Hereford  City  Surgery  has  been  modernised  during  the  year  by  the  installation  of  up-to-date  equip- 
ment. 

At  routine  school  inspection  the  Council’s  Dental  Officers  inspected  8,101  children,  and  826  were  in- 
spected as  specials  at  casual  clinics.  The  number  of  children  referred  for  treatment  was  5,062,  the  number 
of  children  actually  treated  being  3,478.  The  acceptance  rate  of  68.7%  shows  an  increase  over  the  previous 
year. 

The  tabulated  statistics  given  below  show  a total  of  3,103  fillings  were  inserted  in  permanent  teeth, 
and  34  in  the  deciduous  dentition.  The  number  of  permanent  teeth  extracted  was  930,  the  corresponding 
figure  for  deciduous  teeth  being  4,115.  The  total  number  of  general  anaesthetics  administered  for  ex- 
traction of  teeth  was  393.  It  was  found  necessary  to  construct  partial  dentures  for  14  children  to  restore 
appearance  and  masticatory  function  due  to  loss  of  teeth  by  accident  or  gross  caries.  A total  of  16  ortho- 
dontic appliances  were  inserted,  this  figure  excludes  those  inserted  by  the  orthodontic  consultant  to  the 
Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

TABLE  IX.— DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT. 


Number  of  Pupils  inspected  by  the  Authority’s  Dental  Officers  : 

(a)  Periodic  age  groups  8,101 

(b)  Specials  826 

Total  8,927 

Number  found  to  require  treatment  5,443 

Number  referred  for  treatment  5,062 

Number  actually  treated  3,478 

Attendances  made  by  Pupils  for  treatment  5,651 

Half-days  devoted  to  : Inspection  84 

Treatment  970 

Total  1,054 

Fillings  : Permanent  teeth  3,103 

Temporary  teeth  34 


Total  3,137 

Number  of  teeth  filled  : Permanent  teeth  2,938 

Temporat  teeth  34 


Total  2,972 
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Extractions  : 


Permanent  teeth  930 

Temporary  teeth  4,115 

Total  5,045 

Administration  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extraction  393 

Other  operations  : Permanent  teeth  356 

Temporary  teeth  26 

Total  382 


INFESTATION  WITH  VERMIN. 

The  method  adopted  for  examination  and  control  of  infestation  was  carried  out  on  the  same  lines 
as  commenced  in  1949,  namely  the  Ci  concentration  ’ 5 method  by  which  children  are  inspected  once  early 
in  each  term  unless  found  to  require  further  attention.  1955  showed  a slight  decrease  in  the  number  of 
children  found  to  be  infested. 

In  the  County  area  exclusion  is  for  three  days  and  instruction  given  by  the  Health  Visitor  for  home 
treatment. 


In  the  City  area  exclusion  is  for  three  days,  but  the  parent  is  notified  to  take  the  child  to  the  Clinic 
where  treatment  is  carried  out. 

Average  number  of  visits  per  school  made  by  Nurses  during  the  year  7.0 

Total  number  of  examinations  in  the  Schools  by  the  School  Nurses  or  other  authorised 


persons 

Total  number  of  individual  pupils  found  to  be  infested  

Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom  cleansing  notices  were  issued  (Section 
54  (2)  Education  Act,  1944) 

Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom  cleansing  orders  were  issued  (Section 
54  (3)  Education  Act,  1944) 


53,251 

494 

Nil. 

Nil. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  SCHOOLS 

Duiing  the  year  no  schools  were  closed  on  account  of  infectious  disease  but  measles  was  fairly  wide- 
spread during  the  summer  months. 

TABLE  X. 

This  table  shows  the  number  of  notifications  of  infectious  and  other  notifiable  diseases  among  children 
of  compulsory  school  age  during  the  year. 


Disease 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

23 

24 

47 

Whooping  Cough 

61 

61 

122 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
(a)  Paralytic 

1 

I 

(b)  Non-paralytic 

3 

— 

3 

Measles  (excluding  rubella) 

509 

483 

992 

Diphtheria 

— 



Acute  pneumonia 

4 

4 

8 

Dysentery 

10 

6 

16 

Smallpox 

— 



Acute  Encephalitis — 

(a)  Infective 

2 

2 

(b)  Post-infectious 



Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever  

1 



1 

Paratyphoid  Fevers  

3 

2 

5 

Erysipelas 

— 



Meningococcal  infection 

— 



Food  poisoning 

2 

— 

2 

Total  notifications 

616 

583 

1,199 
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HANDICAPPED  PUPILS. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  451  boys  and  246  girls  on  the  Handicapped  Pupils  Register.  This 
shows  an  increase  of  30  boys  and  15  girls  compared  with  the  previous  year.  Particulars  of  these  cases  are 
given  in  Table  XIII. 

During  the  year  the  following  children  were  newly  ascertained  as  requiring  special  educational  treat- 


ment in  special  schools 

Blind  1 

Partially  Sighted  1 

Deaf  2 

Partially  Deaf  3 

Delicate  23 

Physically  Handicapped  2 

Educationally  Sub-Normal  38 

Maladjusted  2 

Epileptic  1 

Total  73 


65  children  were  admitted  to  special  residential  schools  and  hospital  schools  during  the  year  and 
81  were  discharged. 

4 boys  were  admitted  to  Pudleston  Court  School  for  educationally  sub-normal  pupils  and  10  were 
discharged.  One  of  these  was  reported  to  the  Local  Health  Authority  under  Section  57/3  of  the  Education 
Act,  1944,  as  incapable  of  receiving  education  at  school  and  one  under  Section  57/5  as  requiring  supervision 
after  leaving  school.  Of  the  boys  requiring  education  in  special  schools  the  parents  of  21  have  given  their 
consent,  and  the  names  of  these  boys  are  on  the  waiting  list  for  admission.  The  extensions  to  Pudleston 
Court  School  are  almost  complete  and  the  number  of  pupils  at  the  school  is  to  be  increased  to  60  in  1956. 
Some  of  the  additional  places  will  be  available  for  children  living  outside  the  county. 

During  the  year  3 girls  were  admitted  to  Haughton  Hall  Special  Residential  School,  Shifnal,  Salop, 
and  3 were  discharged.  One  of  these  was  reported  to  the  Local  Health  Authority  under  Section  57/3 
and  one  under  Section  57/5.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  7 girls,  whose  parents  had  consented, 
waiting  places  at  special  schools  but  three  of  these  are  to  be  admitted  to  special  schools  at  the  beginning 
of  the  spring  term,  1956. 

16  boys  and  9 girls  were  admitted  to  the  Uplands  School,  Folly  Lane,  Hereford,  during  the  year 
and  13  boys  and  12  girls  were  discharged.  This  school  accommodates  children  between  the  ages  of  5 and  11 
and  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  3 boys  and  3 girls  on  the  waiting  list  for  admission. 

One  blind  girl,  aged  3,  is  at  present  considered  to  be  too  retarded  for  admission  to  a Sunshine  Home 
but  her  admission  will  be  considered  again  when  she  is  older.  Two  partially  sighted  children  are  on  the 
waiting  list  for  admission  to  Exhall  Grange  School,  Warwickshire. 

In  December,  1 deaf  child  (aged  2J)  and  1 partially  deaf  child  (aged  2|)  were  recommended  for 
education  in  special  residential  schools.  The  parents  have  given  their  consent  and  it  is  hoped  that  vacancies 
will  be  obtained  early  in  1956. 

One  child  who  has  been  classified  as  both  epileptic  and  educationally  sub-normal  will  be  admitted, 
on  trial,  to  a special  school  for  epileptic  children  in  January,  1956. 

Two  spastic  children,  both  under  school  age,  require  education  in  special  residential  schools  and  one 
maladjusted  child  is  to  be  admitted  to  the  River  House  School,  Henley-in-Arden,  in  January,  1956. 

CASES  REPORTED  TO  LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY. 

Under  Section  57  of  the  Education  Act,  1944,  the  local  education  authority  are  required  to  examine 
those  children  in  their  area  who,  having  attained  the  age  of  two  years,  are  suffering  from  disability  of  mind 
of  such  a nature  or  to  such  an  extent  as  to  make  them  incapable  of  receiving  education  at  school. 

Under  Sub-section  (3)  of  this  Section  the  local  education  authority  are  required  to  issue  to  the  local 
health  authority  for  the  purposes  of  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act,  1913,  a report  on  any  child  who,  by  reason 
of  disability  of  mind,  is  incapable  of  receiving  education  at  school. 

Under  Sub-section  (4)  a child  can  be  deemed  ineducable  not  only  if  his  disability  of  mind  renders 
him  incapable  of  receiving  education  but  also  if  his  disability  is  such  as  to  make  it  inexpedient  that,  either 
in  his  own  interests  or  the  interests  of  others,  he  should  be  educated  in  association  with  other  children. 

Sub-section  (5)  requires  that  any  child  who,  by  reason  of  disability  of  mind,  requires  supervision 
after  leaving  school  should  be  reported  to  the  local  health  authority  before  the  child  ceases  to  be  of  com- 
pulsory school  age. 
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During  the  past  year  the  undermentioned  children  were  reported  : — 


Reported  under  Section  57  (3)  25 

Reported  under  Section  57  (4)  — 

Reported  under  Section  57  (5)  18 

Total  43 


REPORT  ON  THE  CHILD  GUIDANCE  CENTRE. 

Dr.  I.  A.  Macdonald  was  unable  to  attend  the  Hereford  Child  Guidance  Centre  after  the  beginning 
of  March  and  since  then  no  Psychiatrist  has  attended.  Dr.  J.  J.  Graham,  the  Medical  Director  of  the 
Worcestershire  Child  Guidance  Clinics  very  kindly  agreed  to  see  any  very  urgent  cases  at  his  clinic  in 
Worcester  and  a few  children  have  been  referred  to  him. 

The  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board  have  now  approved  the  appointment  of  a Consultant 
in  Child  Psychiatry  who  will  devote  five  notional  half-days  weekly  to  the  Herefordshire  Child  Guidance 
Centre.  Dr.  D.  T.  Maclay,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.M.,  was  appointed  in  December  and  will  take  up  his  duties 
in  March,  1956. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  new  cases  seen  by  Dr.  Macdonald  and  Dr.  Graham  during 
the  year  and  the  sources  of  referral. 


TABLE  XIa.— CASES  REFERRED  FOR  PSYCHIATRIC  OPINION. 


Referred  by 

Seen  by 

Dr.  Macdonald 

Seen  by 

Dr.  Graham 

Total 

Education  Department 

1 

2 

3 

General  Practitioners 

2 

1 

3 

Juvenile  Courts 

3 

2 

5 

Probation  Officers 

1 

.. — 

1 

School  Health  Service 

2 

— 

2 

Total 

9 

5 

14 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  19  children  waiting  for  examination  by  the  Psychiatrist. 

During  1955,  327  children  were  referred  to,  and  tested  by,  the  Educational  Psychologist  who,  in 
addition  to  his  work  in  the  Centre  has  continued  to  visit  the  various  schools  and  institutions  throughout 
the  county.  The  majority  of  the  cases  seen  were  primarily  educational  problems  and  did  not  require 
referral  to  the  Psychiatrist. 

TABLE  Xlb.— CASES  REFERRED  TO  EDUCATIONAL  PSYCHOLOGIST. 


Referred  by 

Children’s  Officer  7 

General  Practitioners  6 

Head  Teachers  249 

Parents  9 

School  Health  Service  44 

Specialists  12 


Total  327 


Disposal  of  cases  seen  during  the  year  : — 

Advice  given  (including  vocational  guidance)  199 

Recommended  for  special  educational  treatment  as  Handicapped 
Pupils  : 

(a)  Educationally  Sub-normal  44 

(b)  Physically  Handicapped  1 

(c)  Maladjusted  1 
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Recommended  for  remedial  education  : 

(a)  at  Child  Guidance  Centre  10 

(b)  at  School  61 

Recommended  for  school  transfer  4 

For  examination  by  Psyhiatrist  6 

Considered  ineducable  1 


Total  327 


Mr.  H.  J.  F.  Taylor  resigned  his  appointment  at  the  end  of  December  and  arrangements  have  been 
made  for  a qualified  psychologist  to  act  part-time  until  the  post  is  filled  by  the  appointment  of  a full-time 
officer. 

The  Social  Worker,  Mrs.  S.  M.  FT.  Davies,  has  presented  reports  on  home  conditions,  social  histories, 
etc.,  which  have  been  of  inestimable  help  in  the  assessment  of  new  cases  and  has  continued  her  surveillance 
of  the  children  in  their  homes. 

There  are  several  children  in  the  county  who  would  benefit  considerably  from  remedial  teaching. 
Some  of  these  children  have  been  seen  regularly  by  the  Educational  Psychologist  but  there  are  now  too 
many  for  the  Psychologist  to  deal  with  in  addition  to  his  other  duties.  It  has  been  decided  to  appoint, 
as  from  the  1st  April,  1956,  a remedial  teacher  who  will  undertake  three  sessions,  each  of  2-3  hours,  weekly, 
at  the  Centre. 

PUPILS  WITH  SPEECH  DEFECTS. 

Miss  I.  W.  Hastings,  L.C.S.T.,  and  Miss  E.  J.  Coxhead,  L.C.S.T.,  have  seen  193  children  during  the 
year  mainly  at  clinics  held  at  the  following  centres  : — 

Bromyard  Dumbleton  Hall,  Bromyard  Tuesdays  10  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

Foxley  2/44  Foxley  Estate  Thursdays  10  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

Hereford  Child  Guidance  Centre,  Mondays  9-30  a.m.  to  4-30  p.m. 

Union  Street,  Hereford  Tuesdays  9-30  a.m.  to  4-30  p.m. 

Thursdays  2 p.m.  to  4-30  p.m. 

Fridays  9-30  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

Hunderton  C.P.  School,  Hunderton  Fridays  2 p.m.  to  3-30  p.m. 

Kington  Cottage  Hospital,  Kington  Thursdays  1-45  p.m.  to  4-15  p.m. 

Ledbury  The  Deanery,  Ledbury  Tuesdays  2 p.m.  to  4-30  p.m. 

Leintwardine  V.A.  School,  Leintwardine  Wednesdays  10  a.m.  to  11  a.m. 

Leominster  Hospital  Hut,  Leominster 

and  District  Hospital  Wednesdays  10  a.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Ross-on-Wye  Chepstow  House,  Ross-on-Wye  Mondays  10  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

Fridays  10  a.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Pudleston  Court  Special  Residential  School  is  visited  weekly  and  three  pupils  are  receiving  speech 
therapy  training. 

During  the  year  a Ferrograph  Recording  instrument  has  been  purchased  and  this  will  be  most  valuable 
to  the  Speech  Therapists  in  checking  improvement  in  the  speech  of  their  patients  and  will  certainly  be  an 
encouragement  to  the  patients  to  sustain  their  efforts. 

Co-operation  in  the  schools  is  good,  especially  in  those  visited  as  the  Head  Teachers  concerned  have  i 
made  the  visits  doubly  valuable  by  their  interest.  Parents  have  again  given  their  support.  There  have,  of  j 
course,  been  the  inevitable  exceptions  but  these  are  fewer  now. 

It  will  be  seen  from  Table  XIII  that  on  December  31st  there  were  216  children  on  the  Handicapped 
Pupils  Register  classified  as  suffering  from  cc  Speech  Defect  ”.  Of  this  number  77  were  receiving  treat-  ■ 
ment  at  the  various  speech  therapy  clinics,  68  were  under  observation  and  a further  62  were  on  the  waiting 
list  for  examination.  The  remainder  have  been  removed  from  the  list  on  account  of  the  non-co-operation 
of  the  parents. 

TABLE  XII.— SPEECH  THERAPY. 


Cases  in  attendance  at  beginning  of  year  120 

New  cases  seen  during  1955  73 


Total  cases 


193 


Gases  examined  but  found  not  to  require  treatment  1 

Cases  under  observation  41 

Cases  cured  and  discharged  28 

Cases  ceasing  attendance  before  cure  or  discharge  19 

Cases  treated  and  now  under  observation  27 

Cases  in  attendance  at  the  end  of  the  year  77 

Cases  showing  improvement  but  not  discharged  as  cured  75 

Total  number  of  attendances  2,065 

Number  of  children  on  waiting  list  at  end  of  year  62 

Clinical  Analysis  of  Cases  Treated. 

Number  of  children  suffering  from  : — 

(a)  Stammer  46 

(b)  Tachylalia  1 

(c)  Alalia  10 

(d)  Dysarthria  2 

(e)  Voice  Disorders  : 

(1)  Dysophonia  1 

(2)  Hyperrhinophenia  5 

(3)  Hyporhinophenia  1 

(f)  Aphasia  1 

(g)  Cleft  palate  5 

(h)  Articulatory  defects  : 

(1)  Multiple  dyslalia  55 

(2)  Simple  dyslalia  32 

(3)  Sigmatism  23 

(i)  Defects  due  to  abnormality  of  special  senses  3 

(j)  Multiple  defects  8 


Total  193 


TABLE  XIII.— HANDICAPPED  PUPILS. 

The  number  of  Pupils  ascertained  is  given  in  the  following 
Table  which  shows  the  position  on  31st  December,  1955. 


In 

In 

In 

Not 

Category 

Special 

Maintained 

Independent 

at 

Total 

Schc 

wls 

Sch 

ools 

Sch 

ools 

School 

• 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

(a) 

Blind 

2 

3 



— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

4 

(b) 

Partially  Sighted  

1 

1 

3 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

4 

5 

{C) 

Deaf 

5 

5 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

5 

7 

(d) 

Partially  Deaf 

4 

3 

24 

15 

— 

— 

— 

2 

28 

20 

M 

Educationally  Sub-Normal 

31 

15 

115 

62 

1 

1 

— 

2 

147 

80 

(/) 

Epileptic 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

(s) 

Maladjusted 

3 

- — 

5 

4 

1 

— 

2 

— 

11 

4 

(h) 

Physically  Handicapped 

7 

6 

7 

7 

— 

— 

7 

1 

21 

14 

W 

Speech  Defect 

— 

- — - 

142 

59 

6 

2 

6 

1 

154 

62 

(j) 

Delicate 

12 

10 

29 

25 

— 

— 

1 

1 

42 

36 

(k) 

Multiple  Defects  

5 

4 

26 

5 

— 

1 

4 

1 

35 

11 

Total 

71 

49 

352 

181 

8 

6 

20 

10 

451 

246 

17 


TABLE  XIV. 


The  Special  Schools  and  the  number  of  Boys  and  Girls  from  the  County  in  each,  are  shown  hereunder. 


Jam 
H£,  ] 

Dio 

<3  o 

Admitted 
during  year 

Discharged 
during  year 

December 
3D/,  1955 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

Blind  Pupils — 

Birmingham  Royal  Institution  for  the 
Blind,  Court  Oak  Road,  Harbourne, 
Birmingham,  17 

3 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Sunshine  House,  Southerndown,  nr. 
Bridgend,  Glamorgan 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

Chorleywood  College  for  the  Blind, 
Hertford  

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Partially  Sighted  Pupils — 

Birmingham  Royal  Institution  for  the 
Blind,  Court  Oak  Road,  Harbourne, 
Birmingham,  17 

1 

1 

Exhall  Grange  Special  School,  Warwick 

1 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Deaf  Pupils — 

Royal  School  for  Deaf,  Edgbaston, 
Birmingham,  15 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Thomasson  Memorial  Special  School, 
Devonshire  Road,  Bolton,  Lancs. 

2 

2 

• 

Donnington  Lodge  Residential  Nursery 
School  for  Deaf,  nr.  Newbury,  Berks 

1 

1 

* School  for  Deaf  Children,  Wessington 
Court,  Woolhope 

St.  Thomas’  School  for  Deaf  Children, 
Darlington  Road,  Basingstoke,  Hants 

1 

1 









1 

1 

1 

1 

Royal  Residential  Schools  for  the  Deaf, 
Old  Trafford,  Manchester,  16 

1 

1 

Mary  Hare  Grammar  School,  Arlington 
Manor,  Newbury,  Berks. 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Partially  Deaf  Pupils— 

Liverpool  School  for  the  Partially  Deaf, 
Birkdale,  Southport,  Lancs 

1 

1 

Llandrindod  Wells  Residential  School, 
Llandrindod  Wells,  Rads. 

1 

1 

Tewin  Water  School,  nr.  Welwyn,  Herts. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Royal  School  for  Deaf,  Edgbaston, 
Birmingham,  15 

1 

_ 

1 

_ 

2 

_ 

Needwood  School  for  the  Partially  Deaf, 
Rangemore  Hall,  Burton-on-Trent 

2 

1 

1 

Brighton  School  for  Partially  Deaf, 
Ovingdean  Hall,  Brighton,  7 

1 



_ 

1 

_____ 



* School  for  Deaf  Children,  Wessington 
Court,  Woolhope 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 
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TABLE  XIV. — Continued 


January 

Iff,  1955 

Admitted 
during  uear 

Discharged 
during  year 

December 

3 Iff,  1955. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

Educationally  Sub-Normal  Pupils — 
Haughton  Hall  Residential  School, 
Shifnal,  Shropshire 

11 

2 

2 

11 

Pudleston  Court  Special  School,  near 
Leominster 

35 

4 

9 

30 

Coin  House  Special  School,  Fairford,  Glos. 
*St.  Christopher’s  School,  Kenwith  Lodge, 
Westbury  Park,  Bristol,  6 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Maristow  House  School,  Roborough,  near 
Plymouth 

2 

2 

All  Souls  Special  School,  Pield  Heath 
House,  Hillingdon,  Middlesex 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Epileptic  Pupils — 

Lingfield  Epileptic  Colony,  Lingheld, 
Surrey 

St.  Faith’s  Hospital,  London  Road, 
Brentwood,  Essex 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- — - 

— 

1 

Maladjusted  Pupils — 

Besford  Court  R.C.  School,  Worcester 

1 

1 

Trench  Hall  Residential  School,  Wem, 
Salop 

1 

1 

Sutcliffe  School,  Winsley  House,  near 
Bradford-on-Avon,  Wilts. 

1 

1 

*Pierrepont  House  School,  Frensham, 
Surrey 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Physically  Handicapped  Pupils — 

Bethesda  House  Special  School,  Salford, 
Lancs. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Robert  Jones  and  Agnes  Hunt  Ortho- 
paedic Hospital,  Oswestry 

5 

3 

10 

6 

12 

8 

3 

1 

Burton  Hill  House  School,  Malmesbury, 
Wilts ..... 

2 

1 

1 

Halliwick  Cripples’  School,  Bush  Hill 
Road,  Winchmore  Hill,  N.21 

1 

1 

The  Palace  School,  Ely,  Cambs. 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Rob  Roy  School,  Barleythorpe  Hall, 
Oakham,  Rutland 

1 

1 

1 

C* 

1 

Derwen  Cripples’  Training  College, 
Oswestry 

1 

— 

1 

— — 

— 

— 

9 

— 
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TABLE  XIV. — Continued. 


Jan 
1st,  1 

uqry 

955. 

Adn 

durin 

litted 
g year. 

Disci 

durin 

larged 
g year 

Dec 
3 1st, 

ember 

1955. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

Physically  Handicapped  Pupils — ( Cont .) 
Chailey  Heritage  Craft  School,  Chailey, 
Sussex 

1 

1 

Welburn  Hall  Special  School, 
Kirbymoorside,  Yorks 

1 

1 

Maudsley  Hospital  School,  Denmark  Hill, 
Camberwell,  S.E.5 

1 

1 

Winford  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  near 
Bristol 

2 

2 

Leasowe  Children’s  Hospital,  Wallasey, 
Cheshire 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Delicate  Pupils — 

St.  Patrick’s  Open-Air  School,  Hayling 
Island,  Hants 

1 

1 

1 

1 

St.  Vincent’s  Open  Air  School,  St. 

Saviour’s  Road,  St.  Leonards-on-Sea 

2 

2 

Frodsham  Hostel  for  Diabetic  Children, 
Frodsham,  Cheshire 

1 

1 

St.  John’s  Open  Air  School,  Woodford 
Bridge,  Essex 

1 

1 

Uplands  Residential  School,  Folly  Lane, 
Hereford 

9 

13 

16 

8 

13 

12 

12 

9 

St.  Catherine’s  Home,  Ventnor,  Isle  of 
Wight 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Pupils  Suffering  from  Multiple 

Defects — 

Pudleston  Court  Special  School,  near 
Leominster 

4 

1 

3 

Haughton  Hall  Residential  School, 

Shifnal,  Shropshire 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Condover  Hall  School,  nr.  Shrewsbury 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

*Thornbury  House  School,  Thornbury, 

Bristol 

1 

1 

Uplands  Residential  School,  Folly  Lane, 
Hereford 

1 

1 

St.  Patrick’s  Open  Air  School,  Hayling 
Island,  Hants 

1 

1 

Hesley  Hall  School,  Tickhill,  near 
Doncaster 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— • 

— 

1 

* Independent  Special  Schools  assisted  under  Section  6 of  the  Education  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953. 
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INDEPENDENT  SCHOOLS. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  proprietors  of  seven  schools  not  maintained  by  the  Authority 
for  the  provision  of  medical  inspection  and  treatment  under  Section  78  (2)  of  the  Education  Act,  1944. 


Number  of  Schools  inspected  7 

Periodic  Medical  Inspections— 

Number  of  Children  inspected  228 

Number  of  children  found  to  require  treatment — 

For  defective  vision  10 

For  any  other  condition  16 

Total  individual  children  23 

General  condition  of  the  children  examined — 

“A”  (Good)  123 

“B”  (Fair)  105 

cc  G ” (Poor)  — 

Number  of  children  found  to  require  observation  91 

Number  of  special  inspections  121 

Number  of  re-inspections  .. ..  57 


NURSERY  SCHOOLS, 

The  White  Cross  Nursery  School  is  visited  once  each  term  by  a School  Medical  Officer  who  examines 
all  children.  In  addition  a School  Nurse  visits  the  school  twice  weekly. 


Number  of  children  inspected  47 

Number  of  children  found  to  require  treatment  2 

Number  of  children  found  to  require  observation  9 

General  condition  of  the  children  examined — 

“A  55  (Good)  16 

u B ” (Fair)  31 

a C ” (Poor)  ......  — - 

Number  of  re-inspections  ......  214 


EMPLOYMENT  OF  CHILDREN. 

Children  of  compulsory  school  age,  employed  out  of  school  hours,  are  required  to  submit  to  medical 
examination  in  order  to  ascertain  that  the  employment  is  not  prejudicial  to  their  health  or  physical 
development  and  does  not  render  them  unfit  to  obtain  proper  benefit  from  their  education.  During  the 
year  60  children  were  examined  by  School  Medical  Officers  and  granted  certificates. 

SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  SCHOOLS. 

When  a school  medical  officer  visits  a school  to  carry  out  medical  inspection  he  prepares  a report 
on  the  school  premises.  This  includes  brief  notes  on  the  sanitary  arrangements,  water  supply,  washing 
accommodation,  canteen  and  sculleries,  heating,  lighting  and  ventilation.  Matters  which  appear  to 
require  attention  or  investigation  are  referred  to  the  Director  of  Education. 

NATIONAL'  SURVEY  OF  THE  HEALTH  AND  DEVELOPMENT  OF  CHILDREN. 

A Joint  Committee  of  the  Institute  of  Child  Health  (University  of  London),  the  Society  of  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  and  the  Population  Investigation  Committee,  have  been  following  the  health,  growth 
and  development  of  about  6,000  children  born  between  March  3rd  and  9th,  1946,  drawn  from  all  social 
classes  and  from  all  parts  of  Great  Britain. 

Since  the  survey  started  a number  of  children  have  been  withdrawn  by  the  parents  but  the  Committee 
are  still  in  touch  with  92%  of  the  children  enrolled  in  1946. 

A continuous  absence  record  for  each  child  is  kept  at  the  school  and  in  October  Health  Visitors  visited 
the  16  children  now  living  in  Herefordshire  and  their  reports  were  sent  to  the  Committee. 

TUBERCULOSIS  IN  CHILDREN. 

School  age,  when  natural  resistance  to  tuberculous  infection  is  higher  than  it  was  in  infancy  and 
higher  than  it  will  be  in  adolescence,  does  not  present  a relatively  big  problem  in  the  sphere  of  treatment. 
The  great  majority  of  children  who  acquire  their  primary  tuberlous  infection  at  this  age  pass  through  it 
with  little  or  no  disturbance  to  their  health.  A few  require  some  months  of  rest  and  general  building- 
up,  and  if  the  home  conditions  are  good  hospital  admission  is  not  usually  necessary.  Only  the  occasional 
case  gets  the  disease  in  more  serious  form  and  requires  intensive  treatment  including  the  use  of  streptomycin, 
etc. 
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B.G.G.  VACCINATION  AT  SCHOOL 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  is  offered,  subject  to  obtaining  parental  consent  and  to  the  necessary  preliminary 
tests,  to  school  children  who  are  aged  13  years.  The  tuberculin  testing  and  actual  vaccination  are  carried 
out  by  members  of  the  medical  staff  who  visit  the  schools  and  apply  a skin  test  to  those  children  whose 
parents  consent.  Three  days  later  the  children  are  seen  again  and  those  producing  a negative  result  are 
vaccinated. 

The  majority  of  the  children  vaccinated  in  1954  have  been  re-tested  and  those  producing  negative 
results  have  been  re-vaccinated. 

The  procedure  of  B.C.G.  vaccination  is  safe  and  effective  in  preventing  the  more  acute  forms  of  tuber- 


culosis and  the  scheme  should  be  actively  encouraged. 

Number  offered  P.P.D.  test  and  B.G.G.  Vaccination  (if  necessary)  1,514 

Number  of  acceptances  1,026  67.8% 

Number  tested  during  the  year  1,010 

Number  found  to  be  negative  reactors  and  vaccinated  815  80.7% 

Number  found  to  be  tuberculin  positive  195  19.3% 

Number  referred  to  Chest  Physician  Nil. 

Number  vaccinated  with  B.C.G.  in  1954  who  have  been  re-tested  385 

Number  found  to  be  negative  reactors  and  re-vaccinated  107  27.8% 

Number  found  to  be  tuberculin  positive  278  72.2% 


School  Medical  Officers  visit  the  schools  again  6-8  weeks  following  vaccination  to  examine  the  arms  of 
the  children  and  note  any  reactions. 

MASS  RADIOGRAPHY. 

After  leaving  school  young  people  continue  to  grow  and  develop  for  a number  of  years,  during  which 
they  are  exposed  to  the  risk  of  certain  serious  diseases,  such  as  tuberculosis.  By  means  of  mass  radiography 
it  is  possible  to  detect  the  beginning  of  this  disease  at  a stage  when  it  is  readily  curable. 

The  Dudley  Mobile  Mass  Radiography  Unit  carried  out  a survey  from  6th  to  24th  April,  1955,  in- 
clusive. The  unit  was  located  at  St.  Peter’s  School,  Gaol  Street,  Hereford.  All  pupils  from  the  Hereford 
district  over  the  age  of  fourteen  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  were  invited  to  attend  for  X-ray  and  146  boys 
and  172  girls,  a total  of  318,  were  presented. 

In  addition,  93  students  from  the  Hereford  Training  College  were  X-rayed. 

MEDICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  PROSPECTIVE  TEACHERS. 

Candidates  applying  for  entry  to  training  colleges,  university  departments  of  education,  and  approved 
art  schools  are  required  to  submit  to  X-ray  examination  and  to  a medical  examination  by  a School 
Medical  Officer  of  the  area  in  which  they  live  in  order  to  determine  their  fitness  for  these  courses. 

Arrangements  are  also  made  for  teachers  entering  the  service  of  the  Authority  to  undergo  a medical 
examination,  including  a X-ray  test  of  the  chest,  to  exclude  the  possibility  of  infection. 

During  the  past  year  the  following  examinations  were  carried  out  by  the  Authority’s  medical  staff  : — 


Entrants  to  training  colleges,  etc.  77  (1  failed) 

Teachers  59  (2  failed) 


SCHOOL  BUILDINGS. 

1.  Playgrounds. 

Repairs  have  been  effected  to  the  playgrounds  of  10  County,  6 Voluntary  Controlled  and  8 Voluntary 
Aided  Schools. 

2.  Heating. 

New  stoves  and  grates  have  been  provided  and  repairs  carried  out  to  existing  stoves  and  grates  in 
33  schools.  The  central  heating  systems  at  3 schools  have  been  improved. 

3.  Equipment. 

New  desks  and  tables  (replacements)  have  been  supplied  to  26  schools. 

4.  General  Sanitary  Arrangements. 

The  earth  closets  at  3 schools  have  been  converted  into  water  closets  and  conversion  work  has  been 
approved  in  one  other  case. 

The  natural  lighting,  ventilation,  cloakroom  and  washroom  arrangements  at  14  schools  have  been 
improved. 
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Drains  have  been  overhauled  and  repaired  in  19  schools. 

Piped  water  supplies  have  been  laid  on  to  6 schools,  and  arrangements  have  been  made  in  one  other 
case  for  a piped  supply  to  be  brought  to  the  school. 

5.  General. 

The  new  Grammar  School  for  Girls  at  Broadlands  is  in  course  of  erection. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  extensions  at  Pudleston  Court  Special  School  will  be  ready  for  occupation  as  from  the 
commencement  of  the  spring  term  1956. 

The  adaptations  to  the  former  infants’  school  at  Leominster,  to  provide  additional  accommodation  for 
the  Secondary  Modern  School,  have  been  completed.  The  accommodation  was  taken  into  use  as  from 
the  commencement  of  the  autumn  term.  A block  of  4 classrooms  is  also  being  erected  on  the  Green  Lane 
site. 

Repairs  have  been  effected  to  school  floors  in  27  cases,  and  general  repairs  and  renovations  carried 
out  at  108  schools. 

Electric  light  has  been  installed  in  6 schools. 

PROVISION  OF  SCHOOL  MEALS  AND  MILK. 

The  number  of  School  Meals  provided  in  Herefordshire  has  increased  steadily  during  the  past  twelve 
months.  70%  of  the  children  in  attendance  at  school  now  take  a mid-day  meal  and  up  to  1,500  are 
supplied  free  of  charge  each  day  in  necessitous  cases. 

The  School  Meals  Service  continues  to  expand  and  a new  kitchen  was  opened  at  the  Whitecross 
County  Secondary  School  in  January,  only  to  be  extended  during  the  summer  holidays  to  meet  the  in- 
creased demand.  All  secondary  schools  are  now  equipped  for  tc  Family  Service  ”.  New  dining  halls  with 
up-to-date  facilities  have  been  provided  at  two  primary  schools  and  with  the  introduction  of  electricity 
it  has  been  found  possible  to  improve  washing-up  facilities  and  to  install  sterilising  sinks  in  many  rural 
schools.  It  has  only  been  possible  to  carry  out  a limited  re-decoration  programme  in  kitchens,  canteens 
and  sculleries  due  to  the  necessity  of  keeping  overhead  expenditure  within  the  unit  cost  approved  by  the 
Ministry  of  Education. 

A well-attended  training  course  for  supervisors  and  senior  cooks  was  held  in  September,  the  themes 
being  “ First  Aid  Treatment  and  Avoidance  of  Accidents  ”,  “ Simple  Nutrition  ” and  “ Choice  and  Buying 
of  Food”. 

90%  of  the  children  in  primary  schools  and  59%  of  those  in  secondary  schools  are  taking  l/3rd  pint 
of  milk  daily  under  the  Milk-in-Schools  scheme.  All  schools  have  an  approved  supply  and  the  Committee 
are  indebted  to  the  milk  retailers  for  their  co-operation.  It  is  still  not  possible  to  obtain  all  supplies  in 
l/3rd  pint  bottles  with  straws,  although  the  number  of  schools  receiving  milk  in  bulk  has  been  considerably 
reduced  during  the  past  twelve  months. 

PHYSICAL  EDUCATION. 

The  development  of  physical  education  in  schools  throughout  the  county  has  continued  to  make 
satisfactory  progress  during  the  past  year.  The  value  of  the  several  teachers’  courses  held  during  1954/55 
has  not  yet  been  fully  realised,  but  it  is  encouraging  to  note  that  modern  trends  in  physical  education  are 
gradually  becoming  more  evident  in  our  schools. 

The  majority  of  the  larger  primary  schools  have  now  been  equipped  with  fixed  and  portable  play- 
ground apparatus  and  the  demand  from  smaller  schools  in  rural  areas  is  being  met.  This  apparatus  is 
designed  to  encourage  the  natural  development  of  the  individual  and  it  has  been  noted  that  its  provision  has 
given  an  added  stimulus  to  the  normal  daily  lesson.  The  supply  of  small  equipment  has  been  well  maintained 
and  although  children  have  been  encouraged  to  use  their  own  plimsolls,  these  have  been  supplemented 
by  the  provision  of  a limited  quantity  by  the  Authority  in  order  to  ensure  that  all  children  have  suitable 
footwear  for  their  physical  education  lesson. 

The  Herefordshire  Schools’  Sports  Association  continues  to  do  excellent  work  in  football,  netball, 
hockey,  rounders,  swimming  and  athletics,  both  at  inter-school  and  inter-district  levels,  whilst  tourna- 
ments and  leagues  have  been  arranged  in  all  the  major  games.  A particularly  high  standard  of  all-round 
performance  was  reached  in  athletics,  and  in  the  1955  All-England  Championships,  Herefordshire  children 
surpassed  their  previous  best  with  individual  honours  coming  to  no  less  than  six  children  from  our  small 
representative  team. 

The  aim — “ Every  Child  a Swimmer  ” — is  still  far  from  being  fulfilled  owing  to  the  unfortunate 
lack  of  swimming  facilities,  which  are  limited  to  only  three  centres  in  the  county.  In  the  Hereford  area, 
where  it  is  possible  to  give  swimming  instruction  all  the  year  round,  progress  has  been  excellent,  and  during 
1955,  no  less  than  659  children  learnt  to  swim. 
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Thanks  largely  to  the  kindness  and  co-operation  of  Mr.  F.  H.  Dale,  Mayor  of  Leominster,  the 
Authority  has  been  able  to  produce  a film  entitled  “ Physical  Education  in  the  Primary  School,”  featuring 
children  from  Leominster  County  Primary  School.  The  film,  dealing  with  a typical  playground  lesson, 
gives  ample  evidence  of  an  improved  standard  of  physical  education  in  the  county,  and  reveals  a high 
quality  of  movement,  resulting  from  an  appreciation  of  the  individuality  of  the  child. 

HOUSECRAFT  INSTRUCTION. 

A successful  experiment  was  initiated  at  Kingstone  Secondary  Modern  School,  where  there  is  an 
instruction  “ flat  ” as  well  as  the  Housecraft  Room.  Fourth  year  girls  are  released  from  other  subjects 
in  pairs  to  work  practically  full  time  in  the  flat  for  two  weeks.  One  of  the  pair  is  changed  each  week  so 
that  there  is  always  an  experienced  girl  in  charge.  The  fiat  is  treated  as  a cc  house  ”,  visitors  are  received 
and  entertained  according  to  the  time  of  day.  Work  is  carried  on  as  it  would  be  in  a family  household  in  the 
kitchen,  living  room,  bedroom  and  bathroom.  The  last  mentioned  is  used  by  the  girls,  and  the  bedroom 
provides  the  facilities  of  a sick  room  for  scholars  taken  ill  during  school  hours. 

Instruction  in  food  values,  the  planning  and  preparation  of  meals,  the  care  and  laundering  of  clothes, 
and  in  personal  and  household  hygiene  was  covered  by  all  schemes  of  work.  In  ten  housecraft  rooms  girls 
regularly  planned  and  cooked  their  own  dinners  for  the  day  on  which  they  attended  from  contributing 
schools.  Each  girl  paid  ninepence  for  dinner  unless  entitled  to  free  dinners. 
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